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are designed to overeone the last romnants of protest against the 
paivable untrutas end tneoengistencies to wiich the Marxist chile 
asephy has to resort in order to keep pace with the domestic and 
foreign policies of the Scviet Union. Am Analysis of the educa~ 
tional system used in the Kari Marx Acaden! furnishes an up-to-date 
and reasonably accurate pieture of the evrrent Party doctrine. 
Since SED nolicies are closely Linked wit) the policy planning of 
the Russian Communist Party, it should be possible to draw certain 
broad inferences on toe letter. The’ leetires and seminars on the 
official History of the CP SU (USSR), thoizh ostensibly concerned 
with past events, should te carefully ob.erved, Ail indectrination 
media of the Communist Party have been conmitted to convince Party 
members that this. History - and in partioular the methods resorted 
to by the founders of Bolshevism in over:soming the many obstacles 
astride the road leading to the dietatorsaip of the proletariat - 
ean be applied with equal force teday. in that respect it would 

be tio exaggeration to say that, in furtnreinug the aims of world 
Communism, the Short Histery of the CP (J8SR) now is as important 
to that movement as Hitler's "Mein Kampf’ was to National Soelalisn. 
Lectures given by a visiting lecturer » in propertion to his posi- 
tion and willineness to comment on surr: at tonies © in some ine 
stances contribute valuable source wate'lal on Communist Party 
planning. It stands to reason that sors of those lecturers speak- 
ing before the cream of the Communist functionary corps dc not 
Lesitate oeceasionally to talk freely. 


Some: of the Academy students will ultimately reach the upper brackets 
of the Party hierarchy. In assessing thelr dominant personality 
traits, one would have to take into acrount their scholastic record 
and personal views during this formative phase of thelr Party 

SAP@eaT o ’ 

The report which follows is a detalien deseription of the sehool 
administration. faculties, courses ari methods of iastruetion, student 
life and Party activities and genere) conditions of the Karl Marx 
Academy « 
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ny 
teat 


she 


miviistration oF the Karl Merk Bochseliute ¢ 
& depuiy principal and the following of fi 


“ive deans 
ine rarly directorate of the schools 
heads of the study courses (one for each): 
functionary for culture] affairs. 


a 
4 
mi 
¥ 

4 


re aout é€Leeption Farty functionaries of long stand- 

who were active in the workers' movement before 2933. Some of 
mo scent cart of tnelr lives an the UbSe. The Ferty directorate 
fas opposed to the Farky direvtorates of ce various study courses ) 


wisists of a Farty seureiary ana yarious assistents. Several mer 
bers of the school administration (Lindan, ‘Hans Mickin } alse be- 

3 to the yoy Dacectorate. Tne school receives its directives 
care e +t = Dewy Dive at yra te a] ‘e) 44 thy Ta’ 

from the Party Directorate or tne Folitbire., 


administiotian jig jeaded by Rudolf Tindeau 


deputy. orineipal is Heirr Abraham. ated to the US5R in 
rrid-1 cwent i es. Hvis epeciel Piaiea is of the History of 
Gt USSR (8B) - syecifically, the combatting of Trotekyisn. Af- 

the apr of Lindau, Alyeher is slatec to teke over the derart- 


ees cre Sry 
men’ Cr UsSe iB). 


is Gaeubner & 


aks on}, He 
vecertly returned Rn 


finstruction seet 
mission in the U6 


She following are tire deans: 


rauesva 25X1 
~ Dr. (faa) Lesiite 

of chy Victor Stern 

gegile Froplers ~ (fna) Dorf 


cay 


ave approxinately thirty eee sane of ther Yormo: 
ndents of the sunool. The teacnine oe WOVE] 6 not cote 
3 eq large enoucn to eee Pecntveaonta. An ineresnse of 

about thirty instructors, + rumeb 2} to come from current classes, 
is conte mpiated. . 


in the so-called 
ere Antifa ine 


iarge vortion of the iInstrictors 
etsschulen in the UbSR. .Snese 
Ce of Jearning, in tieir level of # roughly conpared 
arteiscnulen Cermr style. The instrueters have for the 
nee tlaced inp toieh wit ns of “iarxiam only 
eir capture by the rigeians. Mocrpounds of security their 
sagt is shrouded in secrecy.’ Since their antecedents do not always 
aéG to the honor of the Part . they are betucs left unynown., Some 
or the instructors are s aid te dave ocevoled leading positions in 
the Hitler Youth movement. wre of PULS was “ member of 
NSDAP. As a matter ef gpera 3 


Bask 


life history of ell 
teachers, not only of the afc ‘enentioned cat gory, is kept secret, 


tnstructors with families live In Klein-Mechriow. Some of them, 

oesides teaching at sect 2001, creupy funetionsry positions in the 

toca 1 Party group. (This activity should not be confused with the 
varty unit, called Stalin, wricer is composed of the instructor 

Dody of the sehook}. Persone! visits, nikes, eve., are undesir- 

able af they involve unmarried instructors anc students. Tllicit 

affairs between jaustructors :rd Female students are not scountenanced. 
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9, he following are instructors; 


Nolfgang Clausnitzer ; 
derrmann Natfroth ; 
i al tw ~ 2. a E: 
Wolfgang Schiel (Folit/Econony ) 
(fnu) Puls 
Goetz Scharf (Philosophy) 
sascha Gruettner : 
Margot Taut i 
{fnuuj Bergmann ‘ 
25X1 [ 
i 
t 
10. ee Farty Directorate of the one-year study course is composed as t 
follows : : 
The Pol/Lelier jg Artur Franke, an official of the Hast Berlin i 
fond i 
a 25X1_ 
b. he Org/Leiter is Hanni Gloeckner. She is the first secretary 
of the district headquarters of the Netional Front organization 
i he Waemrn 3G. Chemy 
25X1 
ce. Wlse Wittwika is the editor cf the bulletin board newspaper. 
qn ik Sania meee she edits the news organ of the functionaries 
stand of that jand, 
25X1 


4. Hans-Gustev Schroeter is the functicrary for competitions and 
- extra-curricular activities. iis position is that of e Referens 
in the Ministry for Foreign Trede of the DOR. - - 
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i. Frang Hoeppner is functionery for cultural affairs. His position 
4s that of section chief of Abtellunge Kultur und Erziehung in the 
Landes vors tand of Land Mecklenburg 


25X1 


is eee Zech is the funcsionary for orts. She is teacher in 
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Yaiter Mickin is see peat rs funetionay sy for studies. He 

is the first chairme the VVN in Land Seandenbur g and a 

Aa rent in the Abeecime Mas senagite tion of the SEHD Landesvor-.- 
tand Brandenbul 


25X1 


studen is proposec cy the Kader section of the Landesvor- 
The recommencetion of Secretarias of the Landes vorstend 
to the Kader seetion of the Party Directorate (Parteivorstand) 
ich makes the Vinal selection pees tne names submitted by all the 
ndesvorstaende. The names of those selected are submitted to the 


Litbdzo for final pebane nahn es If the availiable quotes has not 


saen Filled, ettherbecause the Landesvorstaenie faiied to submit 
suzricient number of Ron taeees or because the Party Directorate 
tu 
ef 


ened down too many of them, it 1s up te the Polithiro to decide 
ether ei quota is to be filled from a subsidiary list. FPunetion- 
pies whose names are placed on the subsidiary list are summoned to 
ste admission Lest by & Specidas direetive of the rol eburs. 


ra 
a 


Candidates are reguired to undergo arn admission test conducted by a 
Lendesverbang. whe Party Dixectorate, however, is represented on 

this commission by a member of 10s Kader section anc by 4 member of 
«its training section. ‘he test is partly theoreticzi and partly an 


axamination of the candidate's curriculum vitae, The latter part is 
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done by direct questioning designed to ferret out contradictions 
between data supplied in the curriculum vitae and the candidate's 
verbal statements. It is no mere formality. In fact it is usu- 
ally carried cut by a skilled investigator who endeavors to probe 
into the hidden depths of the candidate's past life end who re- 
sorts to all manner of tricks to trip up the candidate. Blunt 
questions varied with unabashed insults are formulated to break 
the candidate's reserve. Nervous breakdowns and erying fits are 
not uncommon. The second test lasts two days. It consists of a 
written and an oral test and is given in the school. 


vo 


» in the selection of a candidate, special stress is placed upon 
his practical experience os a Party worker, his Party allegiance 
and bis social origin. A secondary factor is the candidate's 
theorezical knowledge. Cendidates whose personal questionnaire 
leaves a question of even minor significance unanswered ere not 
admitted. Any cendidate who has been a prisoner of the western 
powers is automatically disqualified. . Special value is attached 
to female candidates. The current study course has been filled 
mainly with young functionaries whose average age is 24 years. 


fo. 
w 


14. District party school (Kreisparteischule) instructors -form a 
sizeable part of the student body in a study course. District 
functionaries, especially Party training specialists (Referat 
Parteischulung:, Land functionaries especially desk heads (Refer~ 
enten) and Instrukteure and newspaper editors are represented in 
considerable numbers, There are comparatively few members of the 
Party Directorate (Parteivorstand}). A strong representation of 
trade union (FDGB), youth (FDJ), cooperative (Konsum) and other 
mass organization functionaries attend the one-year study course. 


i$. Among the better known functionaries attending the one-year course 95y4 
is Paul Wessel, a member of the secretariat of the Politburo and 
eshairman of the Leonomics Committee of the Feoples' Fariiament 
for 
{Yo 


Herbert Gessner, polit 

Rundrunk, inz Brandt, former head of the press section of the 
tandesvorstand Berlin, and Rudi Wetzel, the chief editor of the 
“Neuer weg" are attending the nine-month course. 


16. There is a tendency among weak and mediocre students to attack 
prominent Party functionaries attending the courses during dis» 
eussions with particular vehemence. This spirit of opposition 
makes itself felt whenever Heinz Brandt end Rudi Wetzel cartici- 
sate in a debate. Fersistent attempts are made to show them up, 
which in the ease of Rudi Wetzel aprear to coincide with the de~ 
sires of the school board which has not forgotten that he once 
ariticized their teaching methods in an article published by the 
monthly “Neuer Veg". 


17, The basic unit of study is the seminar. it is composed. of be- 
tween 20 and 25 students. Each seminar bears a special name. 
Giving free rein to its fancy, the school hes chosen such names 
as Kirov, Kalinin, Dimitrov, etc. The seminar is also the basic 
Party unit, the Gruppe. The seminars elect a group leader, a 
deputy group leader and three functionaries for culture, compe~ 
tition and editorial work. The above-mentioned functionaries are 
put up for election by the Party Directorate of the sehool. The 
group leader himself aproints a srorts functionary and a functionary 
for social and health welfare, After the seminar has been con~ 
stituted, the first business transacted is the mutual introduc- 
tion, 1.e., each student presents his life history in free speech. 
Eech Saturday between 11 AM and 1 FM the members of the seminar 
discuss internal affairs of their group. The terms seminar and 
group, the latier denoting a basic Party unit of the school, are 
interchangeable. In practices] parlance, however, the term “group” 
ig used most of the time even in connection with scholastic af~ 
fairs, Each group has its own classroom. One tescner is desig- 
neted as principal of the.class, However, he need not be identi- 
eal with the instructor rumninre the seminar. Three hours of 
seninur in the classroom follow self-study periods. Each seminar 
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deals at most with three or four important problems raised in 
the preceding lecture. f€tudents are expected to engage in 
dynamic discussions (kaempferisch) during the seminar. The 
students themselves must criticize and refute unclear or false 
formulations vith vigor. 


At present the following three besic study courses are under 
Way: 


a. A&A nine-month course, scheduled to terminate some time in 
May 195C. It is attended by experienced Party workers 
(some of whom already occupy leading positions in the Party) 
sent to school in order to brush up on their theoretical 
knowledze. The next nine-montn course is scheduled to com- 
menee in september 1950. The nine-month course hes proved 
to be @ success and will continue to be given. It is at- 
tended by approximately 150 students. 


b. The two-year course, which has already been given twice 
ginee the sechcol was started, is scheduled to end in Decem- 
ber 1950. It is believed that after this one has ended no 
more twowycar courses, at least for the time being, will 
be organized. The main objections against its retention 
are based on thc fact that the unavailability of function-~ 
aries for practleal Farty work for such a long time im- 
poses a severe train on an already uncder-strength functicn- 
ary corys. Furuhermore, it has been found that graduates 
from this course have been alienated from practical work 
and. turned inte theoreticians and specialists. The course 
js attended by « little less than 50 students. 


e. The one-year course, of which the current is the first. It 
is scheduled to terminate in December 1950. An extension, 
however, is not ruled out. Under eny circumstances some of 
the students will be held beck in order to do postegraduate 
work, or to be employed as teachers, or to be enrolled in 
the journelists’ course. 


Cu 


A special courtie, called Dozentenkurs, for educators, which 
lasts three months and which is scheduled to end in May 
1950,is designed to train university: teachers for the per- 
formance of political work. 


e. Besides the above-mentioned courses, there cre short courses 
lasting between threc days and four weeks, Special training 
is given to public administration functionaries, cultural] 
functionaries, and Farty proragandists, Other special 
courses are devoted to the teaching of the history of the 
CP USSR (B). 


Heretcfore the school curriculum was built around a system of | 
nistorical chronology in the sense thet all of the faculties at 


a given time were focusing on a specific period in the iistorical 


development of mankind. Students were given e voice ir the de- 
aisions to which faculty they should he attached, This system 
nc longer exists. Todey the study centers on the departments 
themselves which are strictly separated from each other. Under 
the new system which wes adopted et tre time the one-year course 
started, the students have to pass through all the cepartments 
in the following order: 


a. History of the CFP USSR (B) 

b. Philosophy 

ec, Polit/Economics 

ad. History 

e, Marxism and the national question ; 
f. Basic Problems (theory of the state, the classes, etc.). 


. Leetures take place in the sencral assembly hall (Aula). They 


are attended by the whole course. Based or the lecture the 
faculty prepares a bibliography as an aid for self-study. Each 
lecture is aliotted an averace of between 18 to 25 hours of 
self study. The lecture itself lasts for three hours. Students 
are expected to take notes as completely as vossible. based on 
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these notes the students, durin: the time set aside for self study 
prepare extracts for entry into their note books. The note books 
are checked at infrequent intervals. 


Lecturers on a given subject inciuled. in the curriculum are se- 
lected by the members of the faculty. Lecturers are either mem- 
pers of the instructor body or brought in from the outside. A 
lecturer is required to submit his lecture completely in writings 
two weeks in advence of the dete set for its delivery. The 
school board passes on it. It is no longer yermiss ble to de~ 
Liver lectures not previously submitted. This measure rrew out 
of the school discussion with the case of Thiel. (See para. 32). 
Cutside lecturers usually occupy leading rositions in the Party 
or in the administretive apparatus of the DDR. Among them are 
Hanna Wolff who heads the consultation bureau of the Farty Direc: 
torate (rarteivorstand), Br. Tricda Rubiner who belongs to 
&bteilung Parteischulung of the Farty Directorate, Kurt Fischer 
the chief of the Main Administration of the Feoples' Police, 
Stefan Heymann who heads the Culture and Educetion Section of 

the Party directorate, Schneidewind, a member of the Party Train- 
ing Section of the Parteivorstand, Fred Oelssner, chicf editor 

of the "Einheit", and particularly Anton Ackermann, the Secretary 
of State in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


The cepartment "History of the CP USSR (B)" devotes a major rore 
tion of its allotted time to taching the uncovering of the Trotsky~- 
ist and Bukharin conspiracy and to the practical conelusions which 
the Bolshevists have drawn therefrom. Before going on their 
Faster vacations ali students were civen a mimeograrhed copy of 
Stalin's speech before the Central Cormittee of the Communist 

Party of the Soviet Union in 1935, dealing with the subject "short- 
comings of Party Work." Although students were permitted to keep 
this peper, it was stressed that this varer was meant te be used 

in school only and that due care should be taken not to let it 

fall into the wrong hands. Anton Ackermenn in two lectures ime 


25X1_ 


pressed the students with the importance of the abbreviated History | 


of the CP USSR (B), emphasizing that the SED could accomplish its 

ends only by letting itself be guided in its decision down to the 

asaliest detail hy the experiences of the CP of the USSR. An ex- 

tended period of studying at home was aimed at making certain that 
this lesson was well learned. 


The studies of the school center around Stalin and his works. The 
process of deification of Stalin is pushed with ever increasing 
vigor, to heights which it is difficult, for an outsider, to com- 
prehend. There is no surer means of courting popularity with the 
school than to launch into edulatory outburtts whenever the oppor~ 
tunity presents itself. There is no surer means of countering un- 
popularity than to talk about Stalin. Tests are vreronderantly 
made wp of questions on Stalin's Life History. There is an endless 
succession of questions like: ‘hat is the historical and inter- 
national importance of Stalin relative to.....iihat kind of medals 
are worn by Stalint Stalin, the Lenin of today, etc. There cre 23 
standard answers, which the students learn by heart, to the ques~ 


that answers submitted to these questions furnish a particuiarly 
sure indication as to whether the answers stem from the heart or 
merely trom the intellect. In this connection there has been a 
highly significant change in the reneral aprroach to the discussion 
of Stalin's philosephy: Whereas in the past year this arpreach was 
mainly conéitioned by human reason and -ideas were communicated in a 
rational fashion, leading disciples of Stalin like Ackermann and 
Oelssner and in particuler the instructors of the school now em- 
phasize that ideas have to be projected not so much by the head as 
by the heart. As a corollary it no Icnger causes embarrassnent 

if a lecturer in dwelling on Stalin's virtues and infallibility 
waxes into a state choked with emotion. The distaff side of the 
Student body in particular makes ample use cf whet has been de- 
Seribed by a student not yet fully initiated as "cheap emotional 
tricks + 4 


Se 


a 
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More than before, thearetical problems on War, Feace and Revolu~ 
gion are presented. The military rrogram developed by Lenin for 
use of the proletariat has beer particularly stressed in several 
leetures. In a lecture Ackermann exrlaincd thet this is so be- 
cause of misunderstandin: and false ideas on the imrortant issue 
ef the just and unjust war. Ackermann said that there is a 

great deal of confusion on this issue among the German worxing 
class. There were two m.jor types of deviation, one which conld 
best be characterized as "Sogial Chauvinismus", the other con- 
denaning war as such and soreading the faise theory that there was 
mo such thing as a just wer. The transmutation of Marxism into. 
pacifism is a serious wealness of our Farty members. we have to 
drum it into their heads thet the working class has to suprort a 
just war with all its meass. Facifism is nothing but peace clap. 
trap, Pirmarcoie, delusion of the masses, ald to war mongers. The 
masses must be disabused of the notion that prayers and resolin-~ 
tions are by themselves to preserve peace. Facifist peace de~- 
sives should be renlaced by an active fight for peace. 


Ackermann also steted tha, the re-militarization of the Russian 
Zone and the formation of the Feoples' Police had not even in the 
rarty met with full underutanding For the same reason, Ackermann 
indicated thet pacifism in every shape and forr will be subjected 
to sharp attacks. Seminars have cornecerned themselves in consicer- 
able detail witn the role played by oacifists in the orld and in 
western Germarry. £ general findine has heen that as @ rule raci- 
fist organivetions are in lhe hands of American Impnerialists and 
are working in their behali, The herole deeds of the Red Army and 
its international significince are being rrovagandived extensively. 
Great importance is attachud to the contention thet it was the 
Soviet Union which single-landed won the second world war and whicn 
saved the /mericans and tha British from defeat in Western Enurove 
by launching an offensive. Allied supnlies only constituted oD 

of the total of supplies nvueded by the Red Army, part of which 

have never been used becaune their quality was such that the 


4 


Soviet war economy could net use then. 


z 


a 
> 


The impending dismissal of Joseph Winternitz, the head of the 
Marpu~-Hngels-Lenin Tnstitnute, was for the first tine brought inte 
the open ine lecture given by canne bolfr before the school in 
February 1950. Winternitu, she stated, nad written an article 
for "Einheit" (Heft 2,Feb, 1950) entitled "Von Stalin Lernen" (to 
Rearn from Stalin}. In Whois article hg had the impudence to 
reg Stalin into the dirl, to depreclate his importance as a 
theoretician end to dwel] on certain mistakes which Stalin ~ with 
©" moecgesty so cnaracterislic of the man ~ mentioned in the preface 
4 is collected volumes, All this its bound to lead ta a lowering 
the esteem in which Slalin is held by the renders of the article. 
% Was not the firsh time that wWinternitg nermitted himself such 
He and the editorial staff of *finheit’, who had dis- 


pte 
v4) 
er 
—_ 
2) 
o 
i) 


sner, in a lecture before the sehcool in March, also dealt witn 


‘welling, the chief editor of “Einhelt", was summoned before the 
Party Directorate. f#weiling, who is a natural scientist, hed been 
scneduied to deliver a lecture on Lysenko, the Soviet geneticist, 
This lecture was subseauentiy cancelled, 


Foremost among the guest lecturers was Anton Ackermann, His lee- 
Lures enjoy great popularity among the students and meet with a 
great deal of erplavse. Frieda Rubiner gave two lectures on 
Kussian History in the 19th Century. Her lectures convey exten- 
sive knowledge in the fields of culture and literature as well, 
They leave a great deal to be desired in structure end rhetorical 
delivery - probably cue to Rubiner's age, The anvlause is more 
en indication of the respect in which she ts held as a personality 
than of an anrrecistion of her lectures. Hanna Voiff also rave 
two Leetures. She is very popular as a lecturer. Known to be 
one of Staiin's most passionate and eomrromisine followers, she 
was the first to attack wWinternity end the cditors of “Binheit" 
in very violent terms. Kurt Fischer, the cnief of the vain Ad+ 
minis traNppraventF dr Reléaser2003/087111-iClA-RDPS2-00457R005100030009¢7 voile 
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played by the Party of Bolsheviks in the great War of Liberation. 

He harangued on the glorificetion of Stalin, the importance of the 
Soviet science of war under Stalin and details on the battles 

waged by the Red Army. His lecture, although it lacked sound theo 
retical foundation, met with great applause. Erich Glueckauf, the 
head of the \Westbliro in the Party Directorate, lectured on the ideo~ 
Logical stabliization of the KPD in Western Germany, His lecture 
eentered around the resolution passed at the 14th conference of the 
Party Directorate of the KPD on 28630 December 1949, In March the 
school received a visit from the principal of the Warsat Party Academy 
who lectured on the work performed in his institution. It is planned 
to intensify contacts between the tyo schools. 


Training methods as practiced in the school are still in flux, trends 
pointing in the direction of an ever closer alaptation to the Soviet 
Party schooling system as developed in the Lenin Academy. A visit 

paid by Hans Taeubner, the head of the Lehrabtellung, and Fred Oelssner, 
chief editor of "Die Dinheit", to the USSR in February of this year, 
was to acquaint the functionaries with the schooling methods adopted 
in Soviet Party schools. Reforms are now being initiated which are a 
direct outgrowth of their findings and conclusions. It can be expected 
that a further dinovration will soon be introduced which has likewise 
been imported from the USSR. It consists of short lectures given by 
members of the seminar who make a summary of sub-themes. These short 
lectures are then made the topic for discussion in a seminar. Another 
new feature will be the introduction of correspondence courses (Fern~ 
studium) especially for the benefit of leading functionaries and for 
acadeny graduates. Participants will presumably be excused from duty 
(Parteicrbeit) one day a seek. On that day they will be required to 
engage In home study, to prepare their theses and to sond in their 
answers. As a corollary to the increased emphasis on schooling, the 
system of deputation will be further developed, requiring each fune- 
tionary to train a deputy equipped to take over his duties at a moment's 
notice. This system has the following advantages: funetionaries will 

be readily available for enrollment in Party schools, for assignment 
to a new function and for immediate dismissal if necessary. On the 
debit side it should be noted that this system would entail an enormous 
Kader increase. Other reorganizational moves projected for November 
have not as yet become known. 


With the exception of Marxism and the National Question and Practical 
Party Politics, the names of the six departments connote the “ubdeets 
vihich are studied at the Karl Marx Sxhule. When the student completes 
the instruction given by one department, he takes 4 written intermedi- 
ate test. This test consists of individual questions presented to each 
student. Before the test, the student is told on what subjects he ¢an 
expect to be tested. Then follows an oral test given by two seminar 
leaders, This oral test is attended by the members of the other 
seminar, This serves as a refresher course for the students end-in 
addition acecustoms the student who is being examined to deliver his 
thoughts in an unrehearsed speech before an audicneen. This method 

was learned in the USSR and for the first time introduced in the one~ 
year course. In practice theoral test is handled as follows: each 
student draws a question, is givon ten minutes’ time to prepare hime 
self and then holds forth on the subject. Subsequently he is subjected 
to a theoretical cross-exemination by the two examiners. The test of 
each sutcent lasts between twenty and thirty minutes. Students are 
graded on the basis of their written and oral tests. after the first 
few weeksso-culled Studienaktivisten are solected from among the men- 
bers of the seminar, whbse task it is to help along those of their 
Tellowestudents who are weak in theoretical questions. 


There is.a distinct trond to restrict straight party activities in 
favor of more extensive studies. Heretofore, stuéy courses inclu~ 
ded four weeks of practical work spent in industrial plants, 
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Party district headquarters, ete. The current one-year study 
course has derarted from this custom for the first time. Only 
“once a week, on Wednesdays. 7~10 PM, students devete time to 

the study of Farty directives or read articles in the Party press 
thet have been ceclared required, The grous and course Party 
leadership is changed once every six months. All members attend- 
ing the study course elect the Party Directorate on the basis of 
a slate prepared by the Party directorate of the school. Nomina- 
tions for the second election are submitted by the Party Director- 
ate of the course about to be relieved. The Farty Directorate 

of the course consists of seven members. The Party Directorate 
of the course is in direct liaison with the Party Directorate of 
the school. Its assigned task is to settle all questions per- 
taining to the rurming of the course. It sets the subject to 

pe discussed at the meetings of the classes on Saturday. It 1s 
the connecting link between the individual student and the seahool 
poard. ftudents attendins the one-year study course are the 
first to pay their Party dues to the shop group of the Party Di- 
rectorate, Criticism and self-criticism will tecome more and more 
important in Party schooling and therefore in Farty schools. In 
practical terms, criticism and self-criticism are being executed 
as follows: 


A student has for some reason exposed himself to criticism. This 
calls for a public eccounting to be rendered in the preserne of 
the Party unit he belongs to. In many instances the Farty unit 
will look for flaws in the past history of : +, member as having 
brought about the condition to which exception is taken. Conse- 
auently it will be incumbent upon the member first of all to re- 
late his life history and to permit himself to be questioned on 
even the minutest detail regarding certain phases of his past. 

At this stage the member will have to take particular care to 
avoid a slip of the tongue which will immedietely be seized upon 
and interpreted. Very often the note underlying a series of ques- 
tions can be easily fathomed, even when the questioner does not 
flatly state what he is after. If, however, the person under 
questioning attempts to anticipate the specific charge to which 
he feels questions are building up, he will usvally maneuver him- 
self into a much worse position. By defending himself against 

an accusation thet has yet to be made, he by implication admits 
thet in his mind at least, the violation of which he has not been 
specifically accused has as a possibility entered his mind. 


He who. submits no questions will in the long run also expose him- 
self to suspicion. As a result, the questions asked are frequently 
downright silly, or are designed to draw out the accused on un~ 
interesting details of his private life. 


As a basic rule there is nothing in a Party member’s past, not 
excluding his most intimate affairs, concerning which he could 
refuse accountability to Ferty and colleagues. As a rule the 
serutiny of a person's life history will lead to the desired re- 
sults. 


A funetionary indicating to the aecused which particular part of 
his life history is considered unclear, betrays a Jack of skill. 
Experienced practitioners in the field of investigation wil leave 
the accused as long as possibie in doubt as to the nature of the 
causes of suspicion and by employing the technique of cross~- 
examination and by ‘switching from one phase of his life to the 
next, will try to cet at compromising facts. Full mastery of 

this technique, however, is usually achieved only by members of the 
Control Commissions of the Laender and the Central Control Com-~ 
mission. The Guration of the investigation, in the sehool oc~ 
easionalliy stretching out over weeks, has & rarticulerly wearing 
effect. Some functionaries, who have already geined considerable 
experience, try to soften up the accused by the device of asking 
shock questions (such as «+ For what espionage organization do you 
work? ). 

After the investication has come to an end, the functionary him- 
geif subjects his mistakes and shortcomings to a process of 
self-criticism. The other functionsries then enter into a dis= 
eussion in order to reacn a conclusion whether the self-criticism 
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Was adequate, or in turn offer their own criticism. It is a 
special art to meet the requirements of the Party in the execu- 
tion of self-criticism. It should be neither too exaggerated 
nor too soft. It should indicate what caused the mistakes and 
what steps are to be taken to ensure that similar mistakes are 
not being made by the accused or by other functionaries. It 
would be unwise to make @ special plea for compassion, by point- 
in; out that the dross of a bourgeois past is still there and 
requesting the Party’s aid in purging himself of those remnants. 
That is a matter of course and need not be mentioned. What the 
accused functionary is mainly expected to Jo is to go to work 

on himself. As a rule the functionary i: qo-stion is required to 
put criticism and self-criticisms down in writins end to rublish 
1% in a bulletin-board newspaper. 


A case thet has come up in school will frequently be handied for 
months. The natural result is that the accused falls behind in 
his studies and that his personal insecurity keeps increasing. 
Finally, the accused thinks of nothing else than getting the thing 
over with and finding his rest. Eventually he mav decide to 
shorten the process by making false confessions. The more compli- 
eated the case gets, the more the accused will lose touch with 

the room Kollektiv and with his personal acquaintances, who will 
either withdraw from him or will address him in a critical and 
didactic fashion, if at all. 


In the last year the school has started a criticism and self- 
criticism campaign. This campaign is aimed at subjecting every 
student to a process of criticism and self-criticism, irrespective 
of any special cause for suspicicn being present. This, nowever , 
has not met the approval of the Party, because criticism and self- 
eriticism should not be practised in epurts, but develop into a 
permenent factor in the life of each Party member. This, the 
Party maintains, is in line with Zhdanov's dictum thet the di- 
alectical processes of socialism are criticism and self-criticism. 


Responsibility for the internal security of the Academy is vested 
in the school board and the Party directorate of the academy. 

The arrests of students are performed in as unobtrusive e fashion 
as possible. Any discussion of arrests is frowned uron. 


On about 20 March (fnu) Buettner, formerly first secretary of the 
SED Party district in Neustrelitz, who attended the nine months 
study course, and Peter Roeser, head of the Instrukteur (Org) cec- 
tion of the SED Party district in Neustrelitz, were errested b 
the state s Serv! 


Beyond this brief notice fas’ no 
the cases, 
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In the middie of February 1950, Bernhard Thiel, one of the 

most gifted and capable instructors of the academy who is a 
member of the Polit/Eeonomics faculty, was suddenly cu:ted 

and a short time later expelled from the Party. He was known 

to be a special protégé of the faculty head, Dr. (fnu) Lemnitz, 
This fact was unknown to the student body until 23 March when, 
in the course of a lecture, Fred Oelssner, broke the news. 
Qelssner, and siding with him the students, presented the 

school board with a request for immediate information on the 
circumstances of Thiel's dismissal and an open discussion. 

The latter took place on March 26 and 29 in all study courses. 
Heinz Abraham, deputy school principal, delivered the official 
address, He stated that Thiel had drafted the outline of a 
lecture which contained quotations from Trotzgky and which pro- 
pounded a false economic theory. lLemnitz had neglected to check 
the outline. Abraham inserted a few corrections. Nevertheless, 
standing errors remained end the lccture was given with con~ 


siderable rhetorical pomp and received by the students with a 
frenzy of arplause hick is bestowed in- 
diseriminately on all lecturers who exhibit rhetorical fervor). 


Thiel was also charged with having uttered Trotzkyist views in 

a speech delivered before the workers of the Stahl und Walzwerk . 
Henningsdorf, and with having spread among his fellow instruc- °* 
tors ‘lies broadcast by RIAS. After having been uncovered, 
Thiel was forced to turn in al] his private papers. The Party 
secretary of the senool searched his home in Klein~Kachnow. 

in the assessment of the case, mention was made of 4 formal 
reprimand issued by the school board against Lemnitzs. The 

whole student body was treated to the act of contrition and 
self-criticism by Lemnitz which followed. Using a wealth of 
condemnatery terms Lemnitz censured his own conduct, representing 
himself as a warning example. (This, however, did not seem to 
interfere with his zest for living. Only a few hours later he 
attended a school dance with considerable abandon), In the 
course of the further disenssion, some alarming features in 


Thiel'’s past came to light. The moral of this story was naturaiiy 


that every student should seareh his past for black spots anda 
snould report them to the school administration. These black 
spots, it was pointed out, are readily exploited by the American 
espionage service. ‘The man with a blemished past who fails to 
report this to his superiors automatically surrenders himself to 


‘seizure by the claws of the class enemy. As a result of this 


discussion several students submitted written reports to the 
Ferty Directorate, They reported facts of their past which they 
considered made themselves liable to Party censure, Almost with- 
out exception, completely silly and insignificant facts were 
cited. The gravest offense reported was thet one of the students 
had volunteered for Army service. Almost ail self-denunciations 
ended with the statement thet, now having unburdened himself 

the writer could look the Party openly in the eye, It was aiso 
concluded from the Thiel incident that all phony liberalism 
vould finally have to be banished from tne school. Indiscrimi- 
nate trampling of feet and other applause after lectures would 
have to cease. There should be more discussions held in an ag~- 


tricks should become a thing cf the past. This, it should be 
recognized, was typical of the class eneny. Finally, listening 
to RIAS broadcasts and reading Testern newspapers was branded as 
a capital crime. 


Each student gets free of charge the daily edition of “Neues 
Deutschland" and each room a free copy of the “Taegliche 
Rundschav", At the suggestion of study course members, the 
Koninform bulletin will also be included. [Tslegations from the 
various Fast Zone Laender will be furnished the Party organ of 
their respective Land, After the Press Conference in January 
1950, the school took over the sponsorship of the Saechsisene 
Parteizeitung. Each study course has its own bulletin board 
newspaper. A funetionavy of the Party Directorate of every study 


-eourse is responsible for its contents. Arn editorial commission 


ts composed of one member each drawn from the Party groups ~ 
(seminars). The school board puts cnt its own newspaper, ue~ 
voted to the discussion of theoretical, problems end relying 
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mainiy on contributions from faculty heads and teachers. Its re- 
sponsible editor is a full-time functionary named Frau {fnu) Strange. 
The bulletin board newspapers put ovt by the study courses will be 
discontinued in. the near future. Concurrently, the bulletin board 
newspaper of the shool board will be enlarged. It is felt that 

the preoccupation with the editing of this newspaper detracts fron 
the pursuance of studies, The school has an archive which con-~ 
tains copies of directives issued hy the Central Committee of the 

cP (USSR) ard of all Yestern newspapers. Students are prohibited 
from reading the latter. A school library loans out textbooks and 
novels. Students are under instruction to turn over to the school 
all literature of a Trotzkyist, Fascist and broadly speaking hostile 
nature, in thelr possession. This, of course, primarily applied to 
students who came from the West. There is a selection of Trotgskyist 
literature belonging to the school which is kept in the so-called 
"Giftschrank”. 


4 


34. The school has a loud-speaker system, linked with each house in 
the school compound. Important news originating with the school 
poard, music, and a bell sign indicating the end of a break are 
transmitted over this system. In the anteroom to the main assembly 
hall (Aula) is a radio set. The assembly hall itself is equipped . 
with a microphone set-up. Radio sets in the various rooms are the 
student's orivate property. Tech student is held responsible that 
RIAS ts not heard on private sets.- Violations are to be reported 
without delay to the school board or the Party Directorate. Mail 
is distributed each noon. It reaches the mail room of the school 
in the mornings. All outgoing mail is to be despatched through the 
mail room. There is no offictal censorship. The official address 
of the school is: Kiein-iachnow, Postoffice Stahnsdorf, Partei- 
hechschule Karl Marx, name of study course. Students can telephone 
with the cutside from a room in the school. 


35, The school buildings are locked at 11 PM. Subterranean hallways 
linking the various buildings are also locked. The school has 
three exits. All three are guarded by a watchman who checks the 
special credentials of the school. All rersons without such a 
pass have the greatest difficulties gaining access to the school. 
They have to get permission either from the school board or the 
Party Directorate. In case there is reason to believe that a stu- 
dent may attempt to escape, the cuards at the gate are notified. 
If circumstances werrant, students occupying rooms adjacent to 
that of the suspect are alerted. The members of each study course 
have a claim-to three or four days leave Cnee every six weeks. 

Any special leave, which includes absence from the school over 
saturday and Sundey, requires special permission. Students who 
reside in Potsdam or Berlin can go home without special permission 
2f they leave after 1 Pil on Saturday. They have to leave the ad- 
dress at which they can be reached over the weekend with the school 
office. By 11 PM on Sunday they have to be back in the school. 

Tf they are late, their names are registed at the gate and they 
have to report to the so-called Kontrollpunkt which is attended by 
a functionary aroumd the clock. 


In order to raise discipline, discipline contests have been held. 
This contest requires each student to report to the contest function~ 
ary all infractions of discipline such as shaving during the period 
set aside for home study. Then a minus score is chalked up against 
the group to which the perpetrator belon’s. If a room Kollektiv 

or a group Kollektiv fails to report such infractions, the respec~ 
tive Kollektiv is charged with ten minus points. This contest has 
wesulted in cases of contest functionaries hiding behind doors in 
order to increase their score of minus points. The whole system 

has peen subjected to strong criticism and has been openly dis~ 
aussed by the student body. it is bund to be abolished. The 
highest penalty meted out by the sehvol is expulsion, An expulsion 
is proposed by the Party croup of the study course Party Directorate. 
The sehool board and the school Party Directorate either approve or 
disapprove the expulsion, 
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36. Fhe food is evad. Pre Tare includes 100 grams of fat per day. 


Feah or sausrge is served at least once a day. Weak or sick 
pers<-ns are aiiowed a special diet, especially butter and milk, 
vMeltoa are esrved at fixed hours, with punctuality being rigidly 
enforced. ‘ardiness is strongly criticised. An infirmary in 
the schvuol with swe night and day nurses permanently assigned. 
takes care of the sick. A woman doctor from Niederschoenhausen 
is availatise for consultation ta the school three times a week, 
In case o:! serious iliness the patient is immediately trans~ 
ferred to tie hospital in Klein-lMachnow or in Buch 

Every four weeks the students are weighed. At longer intervals 
they are X-rayed. The most frequent sickness is tuberculosis. 
Special care is deveted to contraception. It appears thet the 
school administration and the Party Directorate have resipned 
emselves fc tne prevalence of so-called "Sechuelerehen", -.e., 
male and feréle entering: into illicit relationships. The 
school] defiiltelv frowns on pregnancy. The issuing of contra- 
ceptiva devices \s promoted with considerable zeal, Pregnancy 
ealls for sriticlsm and self-criticism and definitely reflects 
on the record of the Party school affected. Abortions are per-_ 
formed by “he wonan doctor on the premises, not in the hospitals 
outside tha school. 


All studeits who, at the time of their entry into the school, 
were in the state service are entitled to receive their pay for 
six montis. Recent directives provide for Party and trade union 
functioriries to continue receiving their pay for twelve months. 
Student’ who came straight from the Soviet Union draw a stipend 
of between LOC and 150 East Marks per month. All students bene- 
fit fxm saies of textiles and shoes which take place under the 
euspiees of the school. 


Most students are members of the “Volksbuehne" (a cultural 
orge:ization entitling its members to attend theater performances 
free of charge}. Once every four weeks they attend theater and 
ope-a performances in East Berlin. Twice a week a movie is ~ 
shoin free of charge on the school premises. The Thursday per-~ 
formance is devoted to the showing of a film which fits the 

ticne of a current training course, almost without excepticn of 
Soviet make. Some of the old Soviet movies are also shown 
Guttleship Potemkin, ete.). On Sundays movies which had their 
»e2miere the week before are shown, Twice a month, on Saturday, 
tre students attend a study course party, with dancing as 

re main feature. Each Monday «vening is set aside for a cul- 
oral affair. A leading cultural functionary, such as Erpenbeck, 
he cultural ccitor of "Neues Deutschland", lectures on Marxian 
esthetics. In addition the Party croups (each seminar being 
equivalent to a Party group) have their own cultural affairs; 

the anniversaries of Karl Marx, Ernst Thaelmann, ete. On Sun- 
days tne Party groups or a whole study course go on hikes, visit 
for example, the war memurinl in Treptow Park, the Stalin ex- 


‘hibit at the Leipzig Fair. The school sends delegations, pre- 


ferably composed cf members from Western Germany, to big state 
affairs such as the opening of the 3rd parlicment in Leipzig, 
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